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As a Board, we finished up many projects this year.
With the help of an outside consultant, we wrote and adopted a
Hazard Mitigation Plan for the Town. Having this Plan in place, will mean
that the Town will be eligible for State and Federal grants to assist the Town
in future projects.
We finished the culvert work planned for under our Hazard Mitigation
Grant. We were able to secure additional funds to complete some much
needed work on Meridan Hill Road.
Work has continued at the Keach Road Cemetery. The road into the
cemetery has been extended and we hope to install fencing this year. We
have also started selling lots in this cemeter>'. McCormack/Whitco
Memorials has completed their work on cleaning and repairing stones in
both the Lyman Cemetery and the Columbia Bridge Cemetery. The Keach
Road Cemetery will be done this year.
We have been ordered by the Board of Tax & Land Appeals to
conduct a town-wide revaluation to be effective October 1, 2004. After
interviewing several assessing firms, we choose and signed a contract with
AVITAR Associates. They are based in Chichester. New Hampshire, but
have a branch office in Milan so we are confident that they have a good
understanding of property values in the North Country. This is a huge
undertaking for the Town but a necessary one. We are planning to have an
informational meeting before the revaluation starts in order to answer
questions and address any concerns that anyone has.
After many years of having Town auditors, the Town's books were
audited by Francis J. Dineen & Company. We are pleased to report that he
found them in excellent condition.
During the past year, the Town Otl:lcials have attended various
workshops and conferences. This enables us to keep up-to-date on law





The Polls will be open from 1 1 :00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Columbia, in the County of
Coos, in the State of New Hampshire, qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Columbia Town Hall on
Tuesday, the 1 1th day of March, next, at 7:15 o'clock in the evening to
act upon the following subjects:
Article 1
:
To vote to bring in ballots for election of Town Officers to be
elected by ballot for the year ensuing.
Article 2: To see if the Town v^ill instruct its Selectmen to appoint all
other Town Officials as required.
Article 3: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $80,000.00 for Town Charges for the ensuing year.
Article 4: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $4,500.00 for extinguishing fires in said Town.
Article 5: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $6,054.07 to help support the operation of the Colebrook
Communications Center.
Article 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $6,750.00 to help support the services of the Upper Connecticut
Valley Hospital Ambulance Fund.
Article 7: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $2,200.00 for the Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital Association to
cover medical emergencies.
Article 8: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $3,000.00 for operating expenses of the Upper Connecticut Valley
Home Health Association. . -
Article 9: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $500.00 as a contribution for the support and services of the Upper
Connecticut Valley Mental Health Service.
Article 10: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the




To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $7,500.00 to be added to the Town Cemetery Maintenance
Fund previously established. (Board of Selectmen recommend this
appropriation.)
Article 12: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $650.00 for support of the Community Outreach Program.
Article 13: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $4,000.00 for the support of the poor.
Article 14: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $70,000.00 for the maintenance of summer roads. Out of this
$70,000.00, $32,357.21 to be reimbursed by the State of New
Hampshire Highway Block Grant monies.
Article 15: To see if the Town will vote to reclassify from a Class VI to
a Class V highway, pursuant to RSA 231 :22-a, that section of Carr
Road from Bunnell Road to the property presently owned by Robert
and Lucille Dumont, a distance of approximately 1 ,500 feet. (By
Petition)
Article 16: To see if the Town will vote to accept, as a Class V
highway, that section of Carr Road from Bungy Road to the end of the
property presently owned by Robert and Lucille Dumont, a distance of
approximately 2,500 feet, as dedicated by Allen Bouthillier on January
22, 2002. (By Petition)
Article 1 7: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $55,000.00 for the maintenance of winter roads.
Article 18: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $25, 000.00 for solid waste disposal and recycling.
Article 19: To see if the Town will vote to raise and approphate the
sum of $2,975.00 for the Colebrook Public Library.
Article 20: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $5,000.00 for appraisal upkeep.
Article 21
:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $910.00 for maintenance of the Tax Maps.
Article 22: To see if the Town will vote to raise and approphate the sum
of $12,000.00 for realignment, cleaning and repairing of cemetery
monuments in the Columbia cemeteries.
Article 23: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $296.00 to help support the services of the American Red Cross.
Article 24: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $4,000.00 for the re-painting of the Columbia Town Hall.
Article 25: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $3,000.00 for replacement of a computer and new softv/are.
Article 26: To see if the Town will vote to create a Capital Reserve
Fund under the provisions of RSA 35:1 for the purpose of a Road
Improvement Fund and to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000.00
to be added to said fund. This sum to come from the 2002 fund
balance and not to be raised from taxation. Also, to appoint the Board
of Selectmen as agents to expend from said fund. (Board of Selectmen
recommend this appropriation.)
Article 27: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $75,000.00 for a complete revaluation of the Town, $5,000.00
of which to be raised by taxation and the remaining $70,000.00 to be
withdrawn from the Capital Reserve Fund created for that purpose.
This will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and will not
lapse until the revaluation is completed or by December 31 , 2004,
whichever is sooner. (Board of Selectmen recommend this
appropriation.)
Article 28: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to apply for
State and Federal Funds and to apply for, contract for, and accept aid
relative to disasters and incur debts for temporary loans for same
should the need arise.
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Article 29: Whereas, New Hampshire residents pay the 12th highest
cost for insurance in the country; and
Whereas, the cost of health insurance premiums for families has
increased by 45% over the past three years; and
Whereas, 100,000 Nev/ Hampshire residents have no health coverage
and 77% of them have a full-time worker at home; and
Whereas, due to these rising costs almost half of New Hampshire's
small businesses cannot afford health coverage for their employees;
therefore be it resolved:
That we, the citizens of Columbia, New Hampshire, call on our elected
officials from all levels of government, and those seeking office, to work
with consumers, businesses, and health care providers to ensure that:
-Everyone, including the self-employed, un - and underinsured, and
small business owners has access to an affordable basic health plan
similar to what federal employees receive;
-Everyone, including employers, consumers, and the state, local and
federal government, makes a responsible and fair contribution to
finance the health care system;
-Everyone receives high quality care that is cost efficient and medically
effective; and
-That these efforts help control the skyrocketing cost of health care.
(By Petition)
Article 30: Resolved, that the Town of Columbia will work closely
through its Board of Selectmen and with other North Country
communities to communicate our common interests in actively
participating in the revision of the White Mountain National Forest Plan,
focusing on continued management for multiple uses of timber,
recreation, wilderness and clean water.
Article 31
:
To see if the Town will vote to have future Planning Board
Members elected instead of appointed by the Board of Selectmen.
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Article 32: To see if the Town will vote to voice their support in the
Board of Selectmen's attempt to acquire the approximately 9.2 miles of
railroad corridor located within the Town's boundaries and presently
owned by the State of New Hampshire Any funds necessary for this
acquisition will come from the funds being held by the Columbia
Conservation Commission and not to be raised through taxation.
Article 33: To transact any other business which may legally come
before this meeting.









YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2002
LOCAL:
Yield Taxes
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Excavation Tax ($.02/cu. yd.)




Business Licenses, Permits & Fees
Interest Received on Deposits
interest Received on Trust Funds
Income from Planning Board









COMPARATIVE STATEMENT - APPROPRIATIONS

















MINUTES OF COLUMBIA TOWN MEETING
MARCH 12, 2002
Town Clerk, Marcia Parkhurst, gave the Oath of Office to Assistant
Moderator, Robert Gooch, Jr., at 6:30 p.m.
The meeting was called to order by Assistant Moderator, Robert Gooch, Jr.
at 7:15 p.m. Boys Scouts Bruce Wells, Jeffi-ey Parkhurst, Jason Wells and
Tyler Barrows presented the colors and led the group in the Pledge of




Motion made by Karl Pike and seconded by Phil Monson
to bring in ballots for election ofTown Officers. Polls
were open from 1 1 :00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (A total of
seventy-three votes were cast, which accounts for
25% ofthe checklist.) Motion carried by voice vote.






















Motion made by Karl Pike and seconded by Garry
Parkhurst to instruct the Selectmen to appoint all other
Town Officers as required. Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Garry Parkhurst and seconded by Phil
Monson to raise and appropriate the sum of $80,000.00










Motion made by Edward Poulin and seconded by Garry
Parkhurst to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,500.00
for extinguishing fires in said Town. Motion carried
by voice vote.
Motion made by Virginia Weber and seconded by Scott
DeBlois to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,024.00 to
help support the operation of the Colebrook
Communications Center. Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Carolyn Foss-Monson and seconded by
Phil Monson to raise and appropriate the sum of
$4,330.00 to help support the services of the Ambulance
District A-1 Service. Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Carolyn Foss-Monson and seconded by
Daniel Wells to raise and appropriate the sum of
$2,200.00 for the Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital
Association to cover medical emergencies. Motion
carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Carolyn Foss-Monson and seconded by
Garry Parkhurst to raise and appropriate the sum of
$3,000.00 for operating expenses of the Upper
Connecticut Valley Home Health Association. Motion
carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Linda White and seconded by Lucille
Dumont to raise and appropriate the sum of $500.00
as a contribution for the support and services of the
Upper Connecticut Valley Mental Health Service.
Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Carolyn Foss-Monson and seconded by
Phil Monson to raise and appropriate the sum of$200.00
as a contribution for the support and services of the
Vershire Center. Motion carried by voice vote.
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ARTICLE 1 1 : Motion made by Daniel Wells and seconded by Carolyn
Foss-Monson to raise and appropriate the sum of
$7,500.00 to be added to the Town Cemetery
Maintenance Fund previously established and to
appoint the Selectmen as agents to expend from the
fund. Motion carried by voice vote.
At this point, the Board of Selectmen asked Boy Scout Bruce Wells to come
up. Selectman Cloutier explained that Bruce had approached the Board
looking for ideas for his Eagle Scout project. The Board said that Bruce had
raked, seeded and mulched the new section of the East Columbia Cemetery.
In addition, he had made a sign for the cemetery. The Board presented




Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Carolyn
Foss-Monson to raise and appropriate the sum of
$650.00 for support of the Community Outreach
Program. Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Rita Tessier and seconded by Edward
Poulin to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000.00
for support of the poor.
Phil Monson asked how the Board arrived at asking for
this figure each year. Selectman Cloutier said there
was no real formula and that it was impossible to tell
from year to year how many individuals would come to
the Town for aid. Mr. Cloutier told the meeting that
any money not used goes back to the Town.
The motion carried by voice vote.
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ARTICLE 14: Motion made by James Tibbetts and seconded by
Carolyn Foss-Monson to see if the Town would vote
to reclassify from a Class VI to a Class V highway,
pursuant to RSA 231 :22-a, that section of Carr Road
from Bunnell Road to the property presently owned
by Robert and Lucille Dumont, a distance of
approximately 1,630 feet.
Moderator Gooch explained that this was a petition
article and that he had received a request from
five registered voters to vote on this by written
ballot.
ARTICLE 15:
James Tibbetts spoke to the article explaining the
number of houses and proposed houses that were
in this subdivision. He also stated that it would
cost the Town $3,000.00 to plow this road. Discussion
continued about the pros and cons of accepting the
road.
After a written ballot, the motion was defeated by
a vote of20 yes and 22 no.
Motion made by James Tibbetts and seconded by
Carolyn Foss-Monson to accept, as a Class V
highway, that section of Carr Road from Bungy
Road to the end of property presently owned by
Robert and Lucille Dumont, a distance of
approximately 2,500 feet, as dedicated by Allen
Bouthillier on January 22, 2002.
Again, the Moderator explained that this was a
petition article and that he had received a request





After a written ballot, the motion was defeated by
a vote of 1 8 yes and 23 no.
Motion made by Edward Poulin and seconded by
William Simpson to raise and appropriate the
sum of $70,000.00 for the maintenance of
summer roads. Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Selectman Cloutier and seconded
by Selectman Stohl to amend Article 1 7 to read
"To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $51,500.00 for the
maintenance of winter roads.
Selectman Cloutier explained that the person
doing the plowing (Clark Jefifers, Jr.) came to
the Board yesterday and stated that he could
not continue to do the roads for the price he
had contracted for. The Board and Mr. Jefifers
agreed that Mr. Jefifers would break his five-year
contract with the Town and that the Board would
ask the voters for an additional $10,000.00 for
the 2002-2003 plowing season. At the end of
that period the Board would re-evaluate the
situation. Motion to amend carried by voice
vote.
A motion was made bv Edward Poulin and
seconded by Selectman Stohl to pass the









Motion made by James Lawrence and seconded
by James Tibbetts to raise and appropriate the
sum of $22,000.00 for solid waste disposal
and recycling. Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Linda White and seconded by
Carolyn Foss-Monson to raise and appropriate the
sum of $2,975.00 for the Colebrook Public
Library. Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded
by Garry Parkhurst to raise and appropriate the
sum of $5,000.00 for appraisal upkeep. Motion
carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by
Scott DeBlois to raise and appropriate the sum of
$870.00 for maintenance of the tax maps. Motion
carried by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Garry Parkhurst to raise and appropriate the sum
of $10,000.00 for realignment, cleaning and repairing
of cemetery monuments in the Columbia cemeteries.
Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Scott
Deblois to raise and appropriate the sum of $280.00
to help support the services of the American Red Cross.
Motion carried by voice vote.
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ARTICLE 24: Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by William
Simpson to raise and appropriate the sum of $18,000.00
for the purpose of replacing culverts and to authorize the
Selectmen to apply for and accept grants of federal or
state aid as may be available through the 404 Hazard
Mitigation Program.
Phil Monson asked if this was to install the culverts or
just to purchase them. Selectman Stohl explained the
history behind the article and said that this will hopefiiUy
fmish up this grant.
Motion carried by voice vote.
ARTICLE 25: Motion made by Robert Young and seconded by Ruby
Wallace to raise and appropriate the sum of $12,000.00
to be placed in the existing Capital Reserve Fund for the
revaluation of the municipality.
Phil Monson asked how much money we have currently
and did the Board have any idea how much it was going
to cost. Selectman Stohl told the meeting that we
currently have $57,000.00 in the Capital Reserve Fund.
The Board has received "ballpark" estimates from five
different appraisal firms ranging from $66,500 to
$83,000.00. The Board hopes to go out to bid in the
fall of2002 and have the work done in the summer and
fall of 2003.
ARTICLE 26:
Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Phil
Monson to eliminate the position ofTown Auditors and
to engage the services of a professional auditing firm for
yearly reviews of the Town's books. Motion carried by
voice vote.
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ARTICLE 27: Motion made by Garry Parkhurst and seconded by
Clifton Boudle, Jr. to adopt an ordinance requiring
the written application for a driveway permit.
Selectman Campbell explained that the Board wanted
this ordinance in order to regulate the location of
driveways as well as to insure that people are installing
the proper size culverts. There have been problems in
the past with Town roads being washed out because
ofthe lack of drainage in driveways. Motion carried by
voice vote.
ARTICLE 28: Motion made by Kay Soucy and seconded by William
Simpson to create an expendable general trust fund
under the provisions ofRSA 31 :19a, to be known as
the Columbia Bridge Maintenance Fund for the purpose
of repairing the Columbia Covered Bridge and to raise
and appropriate the sum of $5,750.00 towards this
purpose. Out of this amount, $3,750.00 to come from
the December 31, 2001 Unreserved Fund Balance and
the remainder to be raised through taxation. Also, to
appoint the Selectmen as agents to expend from this
Trust.
Selectman Cloutier explained that the Town wants to
be added to the State Bridge Aid list but in order to
do this the Town has to appropriate some money. Two
grants have already been approved to help offset the
Town's share. In addition, Lemington will be
responsible for 18% of the cost of repairs.




Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Garry Parkhurst to authorize the Selectman to apply
for State and Federal Funds and to apply for, contract
for, and accept aid relative to disasters and incur debts
for temporary loans for same should the need arise.
Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Garry Parkhurst and seconded by
William Simpson to discontinue completely the road
known as the P. Gleason Road.
Selectman Cloutier explained where the road was and
said Mr. Maurice Guay owns the land on both sides
of the road and had requested that the Town discontinue
the road. Motion carried by voice vote.
Garry Parkhurst asked the Board why the Planning Board was appointed
and not elected. After discussion, the Board determined, through a show of
hands, that a majority of the people present would like to see Planning
Board members elected. The Board said they would discuss this fiirther.
Ann Marie Gooch asked about the status of the Columbia Town History.
Fred Foss said that they hoped to go to print next year.
A motion was made by William Simpson and seconded by Garry Parkhurst
to adjourn the meeting.
Assistant Moderator Robert Gooch, Jr. declared the meeting adjourned at
9:10 p.m.
24














2002 TAX RATE CALCULATIONS
Town Approprialions: $3 1 1 ,279.00
Less: Revenues ($276,617.00)
Less: Shared Revenues (S 3.L^3.00)
Add: Overlay $ 14,713.00
Add: War Service Credits $ 8,300.00
NET TOWN APPROPRIATIONS S 54,542.00
School Appropriations: S954,579.00
Less: Adequate Education Grant (S379,895.00)
Less: State Education Taxes ($167,746.00)
NET LOCAL SCHOOL APPROPRIATIONS: $406,938.00
State Education Taxes Computation:
S5.80 X S28.921,731.00 (equalized valuation - no utilities)
- - $167,746.00 divided by $32,610,636.00 (local assessed
valuation - no utilities) = $5.14
Countv' Appropriations:
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Cash with Treasurer, January 1 , 2003: $490,793.65
Unredeemed Taxes:
Levy of 2000 $ 8,934.41
Levy of 2001 $24.243.35
$ 33,177.76
Unco!!ected Taxes:
2001 Land Use $ 1,000.00
2002 Property $50,128.71
2002 Yield $ 1,180.63




TOTAL ASSETS: $786, 1 44.20




SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hail (Route 3): $1 50,000.00
Furniture & Equipment: $ 50,000.00
Columbia Covered Bridge: $300,000.00
Town Garage (Keach Road): $ 28,000.00
Tax-Deeded Properties:
Map 403, Lot 36 (Route 3) $ 1 9,400.00
Map 403, Lot 64 (Route 3) $ 1 ,850.00
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TOWN CLERK'S REPORT
During the year ending December 31 , 2002, I received and
remitted to the treasurer the following amounts:
Auto Permits (1,199)
TREASURER'S REPORT
TOWN CHECKING & SAVINGS ACCOUNT
BALANCE ON HAND - JANUARY 1 , 2002: $539,713.23
Received from:
Coiebrook Ski Bees, inc.: Clubhouse Rental
Columbia Residents; Freon removal and
welfare reimbursement
First Coiebrook Bank; Interest on accounts
Jenkins Funeral Home; Open & close grave site
LaPerle, Brian; Reimbursement for
caicuim chloride
LexisNexis; Refund
Lost Check #2527 of 8/27/2001
NH Public Deposit Investment Pool; Interest
North Country Dance Academy; Town Hall
Rental
Planning Board
Selectmen, Payment of back taxes, interest,
costs & administrative fee for deeding
property back to former owner
Selectmen; Fees, junkyard licenses, reimbursement
for booklets, postage, phone calls, copies
of tax cards and maps
Shallovv' River Properties, Inc.; Payment in
lieu of 2002 taxes
State of New Hampshire; fire permits and
mileage for year 2002 - State's share
State of New Hampshire; Fire Training at
Balsams - State's share
State of New Hampshire - Forest Land
Reimbursement
State of New Hampshire - Highway Block Grant
State of New Hampshire - Revenue Sharing
State of New Hampshire - Rooms/Meals Tax
























Town Monies transferred & redeposited
Tov/n of Lemington, Vt.; trucking recycling
container for year 2002







Total Balance on Hand, 1/1/2002 and monies received $ 1,993,059.86
Less Selectmen's Payments: $1,502,266.21
$490,793.65









coos COUNTY TRANSFER STATION REPORT





January - December $10,512.69
Lemington $ 400.00
January - December $ 3,059,46
Stewartstown $5,500.00
January - December $40,676.47
Columbia Residents $ 831 .00
Lemington Residents $ 101.50
Northeast Resource Recovery Association $ 220.81
Coos County, NH $ 315.00
Received from Columbia & Lemington
residents in 2001 for building debris & tires $ 269.00
$55,985.93
Total Deposits to Open Account $ 7.900.00
$63,885.93
Less Payments: $55,985.93





SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS - 2002
Business Licenses, Permits & Fees
Junkyard Permits $35.00
Pistol Permits $80.00
Miscellaneous - postage, copies $9.00
Colebrook Ski-Bees; Rental on
Clubhouse $26.00
Columbia House - UCVMH; Payment
in Lieu of Taxes $1 ,500.00




of property taken for tax deed $1 ,056.76
Interest on Deposits $1 ,000. 1
Jenkins Funeral Home;
Reimbursement for Grave Opening $200.00
Laperle, Brian; Purchase of
Calcuim Chloride $328.00
LexisNexis; Overpayment $51.24
Lost Check #2527 of 8/27/01 $34.50
New Hampshire Public Deposit
Investment Pool; Interest $5,509.81
North Country Dance Academy;
Town Hall Rental $200.00
Planning Board $2,433.58
State of New Hampshire; Fire Training $49.56
State of New Hampshire; Fire Permits
and mileage - State's share $352.91
State of New Hampshire; Forest
Land Reimbursement $3,733.97
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state of New Hampshire; Highway
Block Grant $30,755.20
State of New Hampshire; Revenue
Sharing $8,592.64
State of New Hampshire; Rooms &
Meals Tax $21 ,662.92
State of New Hampshire; SP
Rail Fund $107.00
Tax Collector $91 3, 540.29
Town Clerk
Motor Vehicle Permits $1 05,004.20
Vital Records - State $133.00
Vital Records - Town $71 .00
Marriage Licenses - State $1 90.00
Marriage Licenses - Town $35.00
UCC $270.00
Filing Fees $6.00
Bad Check Penalty $25.00
Dog Fees $1,083.50
Miscellaneous $20.00
Town monies transferred $355,000.00
Town of Lemington; Reimbursement
for trucking recycling container $20.80




SUMMARY OF PAYMENTS - 2002
TOWN CHARGES:
Officers' Salaries $30, 026. 1
7
Officers' Expenses $32,594.03
Election & Registration $1,048.03
Town Buildings & Utilities $1 1 ,774.39
Police $49.67
Insurance $3,433.07




Sanitation & Recycling $19,812.15
HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES:










PAYMENTS TO OTHER GOVERIMIVIENT DIVISIONS:
State & County $208,806.31
Columbia School District $594,684.00
MISCELLANEOUS:
Land & Building Appraisals $6,000.00
Monies Transferred & Redeposited $355,000.00
Regional Associations $610.00
Taxes Bought By Town $43,967. 1
3






DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2002
GENERAL GOVERNMENT - TOWN CHARGES
OFFICERS' SALARIES:
Campbell, Donald; Selectman Salary $1 ,847.00
& Planning Board Salary $369.40
Cloutier, Norman; Selectman Salary $1 ,847.00
Dodge, Arthur, Jr.; Moderator Salary $150.00
Gooch, Robert, Jr.; Asst. Moderator Salary $50.00
Killam, Barbara; Treasurer Salary $1 ,662.30
Parkhurst, Garry; Tax Collector Salary $3!694.00
Parkhurst, Garry; Asst. Moderator Salary $25.00
Parkhurst, Isabelle; Dep. Town Clerk Salary $1 80.08
Parkhurst, Isabelle; Asst. Moderator Salary $25.00
Parkhurst, Kenneth; Transfer Station Rep. $277.05
Parkhurst, Marcia; Town Clerk/
Secretary Salary $16,343.92
Poulin, Edward; Planning Board Salary $415.57
Schomburg, William; Planning Board Salary $554.05
Simpson, Dale; Planning Board Salary $369.40
Stohl, Eric; Selectman Salary $1 ,847.00
Wells, Daniel; Planning Board Salary $369.40
OFFICERS' EXPENSES:
$30,026.17
Blossom Shop, The; Flowers $50.00
B.M.S.I.; Software Support &
Updates $1,676.80
Cartographic Associates, Inc.; Map Updates $942.50
Colebrook Office Supply; Office Supplies $623.1
1
First Colebrook Bank, The; Payroll
Taxes - 4th Quarter & FUTA - 2001 $3,459.82
Francis J. Dineen & Co.; Auditing
Town Books $3,250.00
GemForms; Tax Bills $1,189.10
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Hubbard Consulting; Hazard Mitigation
Plan $7,500.00
J.P. Cooke, Co.; Dog Tags $46.84
Jordan Associates; Newspaper Notices $312.00
Liebl Printing; Printing Town Reports $1 ,378.20
Lin-Jo Creations; Computer Repairs $1 19.95
Matthew Bender Co., Law Bool<
Updates $332.07
NCIA; internet Access $1 1 9.40
New Hampshire Municipal Association;
Convention - Meals & Registration $1 80.00
New Hampshire, State of; Motor Vehicle
Law Book $10.50
News & Sentinel, The; Notices,
Envelopes & Stationery $658.92
NHCTCA; Conference Registration $48.00
No. Country Humane Society; Stray Dogs $70.00
Parkhurst, Garry; Fees $2,154.00
Parkhurst, Marcia; Mileage
Reimbursement $81 .98
Pitney Bowes Credit Corporation;
Postage Machine Rental $656.00
Petty Cash; Postage, Supplies, etc. $500.00
Postmaster, Colebrook; Box Rental $1 36.00
Primedia Business; Town Clerk Supplies $208.00
Reliable Office Supplies; Office Supplies $1 50.77
Russell & Desjardins; Professional Services $34.50
Stohl, Eric; Mileage & Meals
Reimbursement $378.26
U.S. Postal Service; Refill Postage Meter $2,600.00
U.S. Treasury; Social Security, Federal &
Medicare Taxes - 2002 $3,555.1
8
Waystack & King; Professional Services $1 42.1
3





Colebrook Office Supply; Supplies ' $3.78
Foss-Monson, Carolyn; Supervisor
of Checklist $150.00
Killam, Barbara; Supervisor of Checklist $232.00
News & Sentinel, The; Notices $73.50
Parkhurst, Isabeile; Ballot Clerk $60.00
Perry, Theresa; Ballot Clerk $1 20.00
Rainville, Roberta; Ballot Clerk $180.00
SAU #7; Printing Ballots $15.00
Weber, Virginia; Supervisor of Checklist $213.75
$1,048.03
TOWN BUILDINGS:
AT&T; Phone - Town Hall $290.55
Columbia Sand & Gravel; Ledgepack $228.08
Earley Rubbish & Recycling, LLC; Trash
Pick-up $36.00
Gadwah. Herbert; Water Rent $200.00
Hicks, PA & Sons, Inc; Supplies $5.00
Inland Divers, Inc.; Fire Extinguishers
Checkup $13.50
L & C Disposal; Trash Pick-up $36.00
Martin, Craig; Chopping Ice $100.00
No. Country Plumbing & Heating;
Furnace Repairs & Cleaning $280.95
Nugent Motor Company; Fuel $51 6.00
Parkhurst, Garry; Insulating Town Hall $2,200.00
PSNH; Electricity - Town Hall $1,11 6.39
RIGNSONS Construction; Vinyl vents
and louvers on Town Hall $1 ,700.00
S. Gray Construction; Plowing Town Hall $1 ,385.00
Treasurer, State of New Hampshire;
Handicapped Sign $15.35
Verizon; Phone - Town Hall $1 ,227.57
Vershire Center; Mowing Town Hall $30.00
40
York Land Services; Surveying & Mapping
Town Hall lot $2,307.00
Zizza's Lock & Safe; Installing new
lock on file cabinet $87.00
$11,774.39
INSURANCE:
New Hampshire Municipal Association
Property-Liability Trust, inc.
Commercial Property & Liability,
Public Officials Bond and
Workmen's Compensation Insurance $3,433.07
$3,433.07
PROTECTION OF PERSONS & PROPERTY:
FIRE:
Brooks, Brett; Deputy Forest Fire
Warden Reimbursement $266.96
Adair, Wallace, Deputy Forest Fire
Warden Reimbursement $352.30
Colebrook Fire Department; Fire Protection $1 ,51 8.65
Dion, Peter, Forest Fire Warden
Reimbursement $373.60








Colebrook, Town of; Communications
Center $5,999.81
HEALTH:
American Red Cross; 2002 Appropriation $280.00
Tri-County Community Action; 2002
Appropriation $650.00
U.C.V.H. Ambulance; 2002 Appropriation $4,330.00
U.C.V.H. Assocation; 2002 Appropriation $2,200.00
U.C.V. Home Health; 2002 Appropriation $3,000.00
U.C.V. Mental Health; 2002 Appropriation $500.00
Vershire Center; 2002 Appropriation $200.00
$11,160.00
SANITATION:
Coos County Recycling Center;
Trucking Recycling Container $81 .60
Coos County Recycling Center; Columbia's
Share $1,170.00
Coos County Transfer Station Account;
Solid Waste Disposal $1 0,51 2.69
Mt. Carberry Landfill, LLC; Tipping Fees $4,285.02




MAINTENANCE - SUMMER ROADS
Bacon, Greg; Welding $677.78
Boudle. Clifton, Jr.; Storage Container Rental $700.00
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.;
Dozer, dumptruck, backhoe &
excavator rental, labor, rockraking,
moving equipment, etc. $11,185.50
Caron, Phillip; Dumptruck Rental $560.00
Cloutier Sand & Gravel, Inc.; Grading $2,71 7.00
Columbia Sand & Gravel; Gravel,
Culverts, etc. $2,330.31
Grondin, Alain; Welding $360.00
Hicks, P.A. & Sons; Supplies $1 07.90
Jeffers, Clark, Jr.; Plowing So. Jordan
Hill Road until 1 2/1 $2,200.00
Lambert, Kim; Roadside movv'ing $1 ,400.00
Nugent, Peter; Rock & Gravel $1 ,463.00
Ovyens Dairy Farm; Dumptruck Rental $1 ,266.00
Persons Concrete; Cement Blocks $300.00
Pike Industries; Paving $24,861 .20
R. Brooks Excavating; Dumptruck Rental $427.50
Schoenberg Salt & Chemicals;
Calcuim Chloride $7,478.40
Smith, Michael; Roadside Mowing $1 ,980.00
Tallmage, William; Gravel $1 ,723.40
Treasurer, State of New Hampshire;
Road Signs $42.60
$61,780.59
MAINTENANCE - WINTER ROADS
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.; Cutting Trees $50.00
Cargill Salt; Winter Salt $4,051 .58




Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.;
Dozer, Backhoe & Dumptruck Rental, Labor $18,942.50
Brooks Agway; Grass Seed $22.50
Cloutier Sand & Gravel; Grading
& Dumptruck $972.50
Columbia Sand & Gravel; Gravel $1 ,51 8.71
Johnson, Richard; Administrative Fee $240.00
Mercer, Daniel; Cutting Trees $720.00
Owens Dairy Farm; Dumptruck Rental $405.00
Persons Concrete; Cement Blocks $300.00
Peterson, Frederick; Gravel $1 ,927.50
S. Owen Trucking; Dumptruck Rental $405.00
Tallmage, William; Gravel $189.00











Boudle; Clifton, Jr.; Grave Opening $200.00
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.;
Bulldozer, Backhoe & Dumptruck Rental
- Keach Road Cemetery $ 1 ,502 .50
Cemetery Maintenance Fund - transfer
monies $3,268.50
Gadwah, James; Mowing $900.00
Gooch, Robert, Jr.; Mowing $300.00
L & C Disposal; Trash Pick-up $15.00
McCormack/Whitco Memorials;
Repairing & Cleaning Monuments $8,200.00
News & Sentinel, The; Notices $44.00
No. Country Property Maintenance; Mowing $450.00
Stohl, Eric; Mowing $105.00
Tallmage, William; Gravel $715.00
$15,700.00
STATE & COUNTY:
Bisson, Donald M., County Treasurer;
County Taxes $207,884.00
Coos County Registry of Deeds;
Recording Fees; Redemptions &
Postage $409.81
Departmentof Agriculture; Dog $322.50
Licenses




Columbia School District $594,684.00
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MISCELLANEOUS:
LAND & BUILDING APPRAISALS:
Northtown Appraisals, LLC $6,000.00
MONIES TRANSFERRED & REDEPOSITED:
First Colebrook Bank, The; Statement
Savings Account $80,000.00
New Hampshire Public Deposit Investment
Pool $275,000.00
Revaluation Trust Fund $1 2,000.00
Covered Bndge Fund $5,916.13
$372,916.13
REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS:
NH Association of Assessing Officials;
2002 Dues $20.00
NH City & Town Clerks' Association
2002 Dues $20.00
N.H.Municipal Association; 2002 Dues $500.00
NH Tax Collectors' Association;
2002 Dues $20.00
Northeast Resource Recovery Association;
2002 Dues $50.00
$610.00
TAXES BOUGHT BY TOWN:








Treasurer, State of New Hampshire;
Vital Statistics $133.00
GRAND TOTAL OF PAYMENTS $1 ,502,266.21
coos COUNTY TRANSFER STATION ACCOUNT
RECEIPTS:
Town of Stewartstown $40,676.47
Town of Columbia $10,512.69
Tovyn of Lemington $3,059.46
Northeast Resource Recovery $220.81
Coiumbia/Lemington Residents
Building Debns, tires, etc. $1 ,201 .50
Coos County, NH $315.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $55,985.93
PAYMENTS:
Bolens Septic; Portable Toilet $30.00
Carney, Jesse; Plowing & Gravel $1,605.00
Caron, Philip; Connpacting $805.00
Columbia Sand & Gravel; Use of Scales $8.00
Coos County $22,500.00
Killiam, Barbara; Treasurer $150.00
Northeast Resource Recovery
Association; Tires $801.15
Normandeau Trucking, Inc.; Trucking $21,133.45
North Country Environmental
Services, Inc.; Tipping Fee $7,593.33
Parkhurst, Kenneth; Administration $700.00




On the following pages, is my report for the year ending
December 31
, 2002. along with a list of uncollected taxes as of that
date.
My office hours remain the same and are listed in the front of the
book for your convenience. You may, however, contact the office
during any norma! business day to ask any questions you may have.
As all of our tax bills increase, I encourage anyone who is having
trouble paying their bill to contact me. The Town is always happy to set
up payment arrangements. This benefits you by lowering the amount
of interest you pay and benefits the Town by not naving so much
outstanding in taxes. Please feel free to contact me if this is something




SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1 , 2002 - DECEMBER 31 , 2002
DEBITS

SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1 , 2002 - DECEMBER 31 , 2002
UNPAID TAXES
Uncollected 2002 Property Taxes:
1st Issue 2nd Issue
Boisvert, Quinton $430.00 *
Boynton, Steven & Nelson. Jerold $301 .00 $337.00
Burnham, Rickey $377.00
Carette, Donald & Joanne $18.00 *
Carter, Paul $57.00 *
Carter, Paul $244.00 *
Cass, Charles, Shawn & Leroy $37.00 *
Cass, Jacqueline $540.00 $596.00
Cass, Jacqueline $102.00 $120.00
Castmin Realty, LLC $1,214.00 $1,327.00*
Chappie, Francis G. & Patricia $1 08.00 $1 1 7.00 *
Chappie, Nancy A. $373.00 $405.00 *
Chubbuck, Kevin $59.00
Connetti, Wayne P. & Debra P. $1 12.00 $131 .00
Currier, Mary $774.00 $31 1 .00
DeBlois, Roger & Robin $776.00
DeBlois, Roger & Robin $969.00 $1,060.00
DeBlois, Scott J. & Debra J. $865.00 *
Desilets, Norman C. & Judy B. $421 .00 *
Desilets, Norman C. & Judy B. $6.00 *
Dombrowski, Jeanne M. $520.00
Donovan, Robert & Barbara $757.00
Dupont, Ronald C. $1 71 .00 *
Estate of Clayton Flanders $ 1 1 6.01 $396.00
Falcucci, Angelo & Carmelina $131 .00
Falcucci, Angelo&Carmelina $6.53 $24.00
Fedrick, Claire - Trustee $1 34.00
Feltham, Richard P. $34.00 $237.00
Feltham, Richard P. $12.00 $12.00
Feltham, Richard P. $12.00 $12.00
Feltham, Richard P. $12.00 $275.00
Five Guys Trust $23.00 *
Gadv/ah, Mary B. $1 72.00
Gendreau, Alfred, Jr. & Luanne $826.00
Gosselin, Albe D. & Marie L. $200.00 *
Hall, Diane $605.00 $666.00
Hamel, Raymond P. & Derek R. $466.00 $661 .00
Hand, Dean & Rose $176.00 $192.00
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Mo\/niac P\/al\/r» at olc
Haynes, Albert & Erica
Hodgkins, Roger & Meier, Maryse
Howland, Pamela
Hrycuna-Perron, Anastasia et als
Hyatt Realty Trust
Johonnett, Harold R. & Frances




Leavenv;orth, Ronald & Michelle
Leavenworth, Ronald & Michelle
Leavenv/orth, Ronald & Michelle
LeCheval Logging, Inc.
LeCheval Logging & Chipping, Inc.
Limoges, Karen A.





MacLure, Robert J. & Wendy A.
Marcotte, Russell L.
Markrush, Michael D. & Mary C.
Marrone, Joseph A. & Betty Lou
McKennes, John J.
Mills, Arlene M. & Towie, Sydney




















Uncollected 2002 Land Use Change Taxes:
Crowell, John/Marchuk, Debra $513.81
Feitham, Richard P. $1,000.00
$1,513.81
Uncollected 2001 Land Use Change Taxes:
Feitham, Richard P. $1,000.
Uncollected Property Tax Liens:
Levy of 2001
Boynton, Steven & Nelson, Jerold $422.95
Cass, Jacqueline $630.38
*
Castmin Realty, LLC $2,559.81 *
Connetti, Wayne P. & Debra P. $1 68.04
Currier, Mary - $1,655.11
DeBlois, Roger G. & Robin C. $2,045.90
Hall, Diane $1,303.73
Hamel, Raymond P. & Derek R. $1 ,005.54
Leavenworth, Michelle &
Lesperence, Billy $59.85
Leavenworth, Ronald & Michelle $234.87
LeCheval Logging, Inc. $209.31
LeCheval Logging & Chipping $759.64
Limoges, Karen A. $1 ,830.1
1
Lynch, Dana R. $220.75
MacLure, Robert J. & Wendy A. $469.75
Marrone, Joseph A. & Betty Lou $389.26 *
Mills, ArleneM. $2,372.07
Mills, Ellen E. $492.64
Mills, Ellen E, $649.38
Reynolds, Daniel J. (1/2 interest) $115.03
Smith, Fred $897.29
Smith, Fred B. $1,557.54







Castmin Realty, LLC $2,216.01*
DeBlois, Roger G. & Robin C. $706.77 *
Hall, Diane $936.82 *
Lamontagne, Roland $698.49
*
LeCheval Logging, Inc. $145.00 *
LeCheval Logging & Chipping $482.31 *
Limoges, Karen A. $1 ,673.32
*
Marrone, Joseph A. & Betty Lou $7.00 *
Nugent, Paul L. $8.72
Smith, Fred $901.84
Smith, Fred B. $835.71
*
Whittier, Heather $225.42 *
2000 TOTALS: $8,837.41




Received as Petty Cash from Selectmen: $300.00
Received from 53 approved applications for
building permits: $1 ,025.00
Received from 9 subdivisions and line Adjustments: $1 ,132.94
Received for one copy of minutes: $ 5.00
Received as building permit fine: $ 200.00
$2,662.94
EXPENSES:
The Nev/s & Sentinel. Inc. $ 72.00
U.S. Postage _ $157.36
$229.36




Frame or Modular Construction 10
Mobile Homes 2




























Francis J, Dineen & Co,
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
5 MIDDLE STREET • LANCASTER, N.H. 03584
TRANSMITTAL AND COMMENTARY LETTER
To the Board of Selectmen,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the Town of Columbia for the
year ended December 31, 2001, we consid -red the Town's internal control structure to determine our
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the financial statements and not to provide
assurance on the internal control structure. Such study and evaluation disclosed no material weaknesses. It
is our opinion that the Board of Selectmen and Town employees are doing an excellent job administering
the Town of Columbia.






Francis J. Dineen & Co.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
5 MIDDLE STREET • LANCASTER, N.H. 03584
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT
To the Board of Selectmen,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements and the combining and
individual fund financial statements of the Town of Columbia, New Hampshire as of December 31, 2001,
and for the year then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the
responsibility of the Tovm's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial
statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the financial statements are ft-ee of material misstatement. An audit includes
examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management,
as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a
reasonable basis for our opinion.
As is the practice with many New Hampshire municipalities, the Town of Columbia has not
maintained a record of its general fixed assets and, accordingly, a statement of general fixed assets, required
by generally accepted accounfing principles, is not included in the financial report.
In our opinion, except for the effect on the financial statements of the omission described in the
third paragraph, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material
respects, the financial position of the Town of Columbia as of December 31, 2001, and the results of its
operations and cash flows of its nonexpendable trust fiinds for the year then ended in conformity with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. Also, in our opinion, the
combining and individual fund financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects,
the financial position of each of the individual funds of the Town of Columbia as of December 31, 2001,
and the results of operations of such funds and the cash flows ofnonexpendable trust funds for the year then




Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial
statements taken as a whole and on the combining and individual fund financial statements. The
accompanying financial information listed as supplemental schedules in the table of contents is presented
for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the financial statements of the Town of
Columbia. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the
general purpose, combining, and individual fund financial statements and, m our opinion, is fairly presented
in all material respects in relation to the financial statements of each of the respective individual funds taken
as a whole.
Very truly yours,













ANNUAL REPORT - 2002
Headwaters Subcommittee
Connecticut River Joint Commissions
This year, the Subcommittee sponsored a well-attended public meeting to share the
results of a study of river sediments and fish tissue, and arranged for experts jfrom the
Environmental Protection Agency and the NH Depl. of Environmental Services to speak
to Colebrook Academy science classes. We also held a forum on rail car storage in the
region and water level management at the Connecticut Lakes.
We have distributed boating guides to the river and a new map and guide for the
Connecticut River Byway, a regional econoniic development project focusing on the river,
natural resources, recreation, farming, history, culture, and local products. Copies of both
of these free publications are available at the visitor center on Route 3 in Colebrook.
We also followed the LP. land sale and have continued to carry out our legal
obligation to provide information and assistance to the stales, towns, and local landowners
on projects near the river, including riverbank stabilization in N. Stratford and Colebrook
and relocation ofN. Stratford's wastewater treatment plant outfall. We advised the State
ofNew Hampshire on its new wild trout management policy, and provided suggestions for
floodplain mapping to the Connecticut River Flood Control Commission.
The Headwaters Subcommittee is advisory and has no regulatory authority. The
public is welcome at our meetings in the Columbia Town Hall on the second Thursday
evening of every other month. Helpful information, including advice on bank erosion,
riparian buffers, and obtaining permits for work in or near the river, a calendar ofmeetings,
and a summary of the Connecticut River Corridor Management Plan, is on the web at
www.crjc.org.
Bill Schomburg and Ken Hastings, Columbia representatives
VT Connecticut River Watershed Advisory Commission • NH Connecticut River Valley Resource Commission
PO Box 1182 « Charlcstown, NH 03603 • 603-826-4800 • Fax 603-826-3065 • www.cric.org
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COORDINATOR OF SPECIAL SERVICES
XatbCeen Letts
Any person with a physical disabihty who needs assistance to attend the
school district meeting and/or needs assistance while at the school





The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Columbia qualified to vote in
district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said District on Tuesday, the 11th
day of March, 2003 immediately following the Town Meeting, to act upon the following
subjects: (Polls will be open from 1 1 :00 am to 6:00 pm)
1
.
To bring in your ballots for the election of School District Officers to be elected by
ballot for the ensuing year(s).
2. To determine the salaries of the School Board and fix the compensation of any other
officers or agents of the District.
3. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees or Officers chosen and pass
any vote relating thereto.
4. To see if the school district will vote to approve the cost items included in the bus
contract between the Columbia School District and Nugent Motor Company which





and further to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty-five thousand, eleven dollars
($55,01 1 .00) for the 2003 - 2004 fiscal year. The school board recommends this
appropriation. (Majority Vote Required)
5. To see if the school district will vote to vigorously oppose any and all unfunded and
under-funded federal educational mandates, including but not limited to, those
contained in the recently enacted No Child Left Behind Law as well as those
mandates historically unfunded within the IDEA/Special Education Laws.
6. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum One million, one
hundred eighty-three thousand, three hundred fifty-four dollars ($ 1,183,354.00) for
the support of schools, for the payment of salaries for the school district officials and
agents, and for the payment for the statutory obligations of the District. This article
does not include appropriations voted in warrant article #4. The school board




The State of New Hampshire
7. To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
Given under our hands at said Columbia, the 12th day of February 2003




A True Copy of Warrant - Attest:





MS-26 Budget - School District of Columbia FY 2004




















































































































Due to the illness of Moderator Arthur Dodge, Jr., Assistant Moderator Robert Gooch,
Jr. opened the meeting at 9:15 pm.
1
.
To bring in your ballots for the election of School District Officers to be elected by
ballot for the ensuing year(s).
Moderator Arthur Dodge Jr. 68
Clerk Barbara Killam 67
Treasurer Barbara Killam 67
School Board Kay Soucy 67
2. I move that the salaries of the School Board and the compensation of any other
officers or agents of the District be as printed in the school report..
Motion made by James Tibbetts
Seconded by Stacey Campbell
AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 2
I move that the salaries of the School Board be increased from $200,00 each to
$300.00 each.
Motion made by LaVerna Cass
Seconded by Ann Marie Gooch
Vote Yes
Article 2 carried in the affirmative as amended
3. I move that the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees or Officers chosen be
accepted as printed in the school report.
Motion made by Mary Lou Placy
Seconded by LaVerna Cass
Vote Passed
4. I move to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) to be
added to the Tuition Expendable Trust Fund and authorize the transfer of that
amount from the year end undesignated fund balance (surplus) available on July 1
of this year.
Motion made by Eric Stohl







5. I move to raise and appropriate the sum of One million one hundred nine thousand,
six hundred sixty-one dollars ($1,109,661.00) for the support of schools, for the
payment of salaries for the school district officials and agents, and for the payment
for the statutory obligations of the District. This article does not include
appropriations voted in warrant article # 4.
Motion made by Edward Poulin
Seconded by Garry Parkhurst
Amendment to Article 5
Increase the article by $300 for the change in Article 2 - therefore raise
and appropriate One million, one hundred nine thousand, nine hundred
sixty-one dollars ($1,109,961.00)
Motion made by Donald Campbell
Seconded by Garry Parkhurst
Vote Passed
Article 5 carried in the affirmative as amended
6. To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
Garry Parkhurst made the motion to dissolve the meeting at 9:28 pm with a second from
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5 MIDDLE STREET • LANCASTER, N.H. 03584
TRANSMITTAL AND COMMENTARY LETTER
To the School Board of
School Administrative Unit #7:
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the School Administrative Unit
#7 for the year ended June 30, 2002, we considered the Unit's internal control structure to determine our
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the financial statements and not to provide
assurance on the internal control structure. Our study and evaluation disclosed no matenal weaknesses.
We extend our thanks to the officials and employees of School Administrative Unit #7 for their
assistance during the course of our audit.
It is our opinion that the Superintendent, Business Manager and staff are doing an excellent job




Francis J. Dineen & Co.
September 19,2002
CU-15
Francis j. Dineen & Co,
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
5 MIDDLE STREET • LANCASTER, N.H. 03584
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT
To the Voters of School Administrative Unit #7:
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of School Administrative
Unit #7 as of June 30, 2002, and for the year then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility of
the management of the School Administrative Unit #7. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these
financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of Amenca. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes
examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management,
as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a
reasonable basis for our opinion.
As descnbed in Note 1, the financial statements referred to above do not include financial
statements of the General Fixed Asset Group of Accounts, which should be included to conform with
accounting pnnciples generally accepted in the United States of Amenca.
In our opinion, except that omission of the General Fixed Asset Group of Accounts results in an
incomplete presentation as explained in the above paragraph, the financial statements referred to above
present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of School Administrative Unit #7 at June 30,
2002, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with accounting pnnciples
generally accepted in the United States of America.
Very truly yours,
^^^^/a^ 4^-





The Colebrook School System has a new look this year. We now have a new K - 8
elementary school of which the community should be very proud. Many visitors have
commented on what an impressive school it is, both in terms of appearance and in the
quality of the workmanship. I realize that this project put a heavy burden on the
taxpayers, but one that they accepted because they saw that a new facility was needed.
I personally feel better about paying my taxes because I know that I am getting real
value for my money. I have not heard one person say that the school is not well built.
We are getting a good return for our tax dollar.
This is an uncertain time for school budgeting, both at the state and federal level. In
New Hampshire, we have a new governor who is advocating freezing the level of
spending for education adequacy aid. If this happens, Columbia will receive
approximately $48,331 less than we would have received if the adequacy aid had not
been frozen. However, as we go to the Annual School District Meeting we do not know
the actual amount we will receive from the state. There has been discussion about
targeting aid to the less wealthy districts, or looking at other factors, such as per capita
income, to determine a district's ability to support education. These changes could help
us, depending upon the total amount of adequacy aid to be distributed. This past year
has been a tough time economically in this area, and not a good time for the state to be
backing away from an obligation to help fund education.
In January 2001, the No Child Left Behind Act was signed into law by President Bush.
This 1200 page law has some noble goals, but there are also some very troubling
aspects to this law. Is this law going to be fully funded by the federal government?
Federal politicians tell us that it will be; history says otherwise. In 1975 the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act was passed with the assurance that 40% of the cost
would be paid by the federal government. They have yet to reach half of that amount.
The local taxpayer gets to pay for the unmet part of that promise. They are now making
us another promise in the No Child Left Behind Act. Until they fulfill the first promise, I
am more than a little skeptical about this new one.
Another issue with the No Child Left Behind Act is how much control of education
should the federal government have? Currently, the federal government pays 6% of the
cost of education in New Hampshire, yet this act has significant impact on state and
local educational policies, further eroding local control of education. The amount of
control is very disproportionate with the amount of funding.
The developments of the next two years will be very interesting in terms of who actually
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Special Education Report
School Year Ending June 30, 2002
The special education department at SAU #7 experienced significant changes
during this school year. Personnel changes included a new Coordinator of Special
Services and special services secretary, as well as a new Resource Room teacher
at Colebrook Elementary. The transition appeared to happen smoothly and
quickly settled into business as usual.
Changes also occurred in the New Hampshire regulations regarding students
identified as being educationally disabled. Specifically, procedures surrounding
the complaint process were simplified, providing parents with a clear voice in
collaborating with educational professionals. Any parent seeking information or
clarification on any special education issue can contact the Coordinator of Special
Services for assistance.
Another welcome change was an increase in IDEA federal grant funds. Although
still at an unsatisfactory level, this funding source provides for some of the
personnel, materials, and programs that educationally disabled students need in
order to benefit from their school experience. Psychological services, including
evaluation and counseling, were funded through IDEA, as were consultation
services to benefit disabled preschoolers within SAU #7. Also IDEA funded two
positions. One full time and one part time were developed and implemented.
These Academic and Behavioral Assistants work with individual students who are
at-risk for school failure or who may be experiencing behavioral difficulty. Such
proactive measures are intended to address student needs before more dramatic
and potentially costly steps are required. Children from all districts in SAU #7
benefit and both assistants have been very effective.
Respectfully submitted.
Kathleen Letts





Title I is a federally funded reading and/or math intervention program for helping
eligible students perform at or as close as possible to their grade level peers.
The Title I program at the Colebrook Primary School services grades 1-4, providing
students with supplemental reading instruction through small group or 1 on 1 daily
instruction. This is accommodated either in the Title I classroom or in the regular
classroom.
During the 2001-2002 school year we provided services to 44 students during the
regular school day. Grade level Title I sessions were conducted during the regular
classroom reading time. The students would then return to their classroom for group
reading instruction with the classroom teacher.
The Title I staff also provided Benchmark Spelling program services for 3'^'^ grade
students and served as facilitators for the after school Homework Club program. During
the summer, Title I staffed a Summer School for 12 students who met for one hour per
day, four days per week for five weeks.
I would like to thank everyone who helped make my first year in this position a positive
one; especially Mrs. Sue Bailey who has been associated with the Title I program for a
number of years. I would also like to thank the SAU Administration and staff for all of
their assistance and the administration and staff of the Colebrook Primary School for
welcoming me to their team. A very special thanks goes to the parents of the children
that I have worked with this year, and the children themselves. Thank you to the
community for supporting your school and providing us with such a wonderful new
facility that we will be moving into for the 2002-2003 school year.
Respectfully submitted,
Neal Brown









Cash in Bank $ 178,638.58
Intergovernmental A/R 462.60
LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY
Current Liabilities
Fund Equity
TOTAL ASSETS S 179,10L18
Accounts Payable $ 5,719.57
Total Current Liabilities $ 5,719.57
Reserve for Amounts Voted $ 20,000.00
Unreserved Fund Balance 153,381.61
Total Fund Equity $ 173,381.61







REVENUE FROM LOCAL SOURCES
Current Appropriations $ 351,775.00
Earnings on Investment 4,866.21
Other Local Revenue 1,930.00
TOTAL LOCAL REVENUE $ 358,571.21
REVENUE FROM STATE SOURCES
State ofNew Hampshire -Adequacy Aid (Grant) $ 361,779.00
State ofNew Hampshire -Adequacy Aid (State Tax) 191,493.00
TOTAL STATE REVENUE $ 553,272.00
REVENUE FROM FEDERAL SOURCES
State ofNew Hampshire -Medicaid $ 616.02
TOTAL FEDERAL REVENUE $ 616.02
TOTAL REVENUE FROM ALL SOURCES $ 912,459.23
CU-21
COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT
2001 - 2002 DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
SALARIES
Killam, Barbara 150.00






EC Country Day School, LLC - 39,712.12
Colebrook Chronicle 7 1 .40
Colebrook School District 677,295.22
Collins Insurance Agency 330.00
Coos County Independent 9,913.73
Cote, Christine 6,679.95
Dr. Virginia Rockhill 5,420.00
Eckerd Youth Alternatives, Inc. 15,975.07
First Colebrook Bank 91.81
Fogg, Darlene 3,440.00
Francis Dineen & Co. 700.00






Liebl Printing Co. 20.00
Lyndonville Office Equipment 5.83
Matthew Bender & Co., Inc. 52.36
McGraw-Hill 26.49
N H School Boards Association 1,243.35
News & Sentinel 87.25
North Country Education Foundation 3,852.00
North Country Independent Services 3,333.77
Nugent Motor Company 49,2 1 6.00
Primex . 192.10
School Administrative Unit #7 26,805.18
Soule, Leslie, Kidder, Zelin 84.00
Switser. Jean Maccalous 8,954.40
Trustee of Trust Funds 20.000.00
TOTAL OTHER EXPENSES 874,565.03
TOTAL COLUMBIA EXPENDITURES 875,765 03
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COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT
STATEMENT OF ANALYSIS OF CHANGES
IN FUND EQUITY
June 30, 2002
Fund Equity, July 1,2001 1 36,687.4
1
Plus Total Revenue . 912,459.23
Less Total Expenditures/Adjustments 875,765.03






5 MIDDLE STREET • LANCASTER, N.H. 03584
TRANSMITTAL AND COMMENTARY LETTER
To the Members of the School Board
of Columbia School District:
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the Columbia School District for
the year ended June 30, 2002, we considered the District's internal control structure to determine our
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the financial statements and not to provide
assurance on the internal control structure. Our study and evaluation disclosed no material weaknesses.
We extend our thanks to the officials and employees of the Columbia School District for their
assistance during the course of our audit.
It is our opinion that the Superintendent, Business Manager and staff are doing an excellent job
administering the Columbia School District.
Very truly yourS,







5 MIDDLE STREET • LANCASTER, N.H. 03584
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT
To the Members of the School Board
of Columbia School District:
We have audited the accompanying general puipose financial statements of Columbia School
District as of Jime 30, 2002 and for the year then ended. These general purpose financial statements are the
responsibility of the management of Columbia School District. Our responsibility is to express an opinion
on these financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of Amenca. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are fi-ee of matenal misstatement. An
audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general
purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and
significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial
statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.
As described in Note 1, the general purpose financial statements referred to above do not include
financial statements of the General Fixed Asset Group of Accounts, which should be included to conform
with accounting pnnciples generally accepted in the United States.
In our opinion, except that omission of the General Fixed Asset Group of Accounts results in an
incomplete presentation as explained in the paragraph above, the general purpose financial statements
referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Columbia School District at
June 30, 2002, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with accounting
principles generally accepted in the United States.
Very truly yours.
v:^a«^jl./>^^^





SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

























TRANSPORTATION 2001 - 2002
TRANSPORTER ROUTE RATE/DAY PUPILS MILES/DAY
Nugent Motor Company E. Columbia






TUITION PUPILS & RATES 2001 - 2002
TOWN MEETING NOTES


